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&t H: Clinical application of pluripotent stem cells.
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# & A: Yang Xu, Professor. Section of Molecular Biology, University of

California, San Diego.
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Prof. Xu received his Bachelor degree of Biochemistry in 1989 from
Wuhan University and received his Ph.D of Immunology in 1994 at
Harvard University. After finishing his Postdoctoral fellow in MIT,

he has been working in Section of Molecular Biology, University of
California, San Diego, since 1997, and he was appointed Professor

in 2008. Prof. Xu’s lab 1s interested in understanding the signaling
pathways involved in maintaining genetic stability in mammalian cells,
particularly embryonic stem cells (ESCs). They are investigating the
pathways that coordinate the DNA damage responses and self-renewal
of ESCs and adult stem cells. They also focusing on the roles of tumor

" suppressors such as ATM and p53, which are critical to maintain genetic
stability in somatic cells. Since most of the reprogramming factors have

oncogenic potential, they are 1nvest1gat1ng the genetic stability in induced pluripotent stem cells
(iPSCs). In addition, they are deve loplng strategies to address the bottlenecks that hinder the clinic
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