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R : Understanding the role of peptide promiscuity and expression level

of MHC class I molecules 1n resistance to infectious disease.

fit & A: Jim Kaufman. Professor, Department of Pathology and Department
of Veterinary Medicine, University of Cambridge.
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Prof. Jim Kaufman’s undergraduate studies were in chemistry at the
University of Washington, and PhD studies with Jack Strominger at
Harvard University. He joined the Basel Institute for Immunology for
14 years, working on a range of animals. Moving to the Institute for
Animal Health at Compton UK for 12 years, his lab continued to examine
the chicken MHC, now extended mn Cambridge these last 7 years to other
birds and the Tasmanian devil. Prof. Kaufman 1s the Member of American
Association of Immunology, British Society of Immunology, Cambridge
Immunology steering committee and so on. He 1s also the Hughes Hall
and Society of Biology. At present, he 1s also the Reviewer for Nature,
Nat. immunol., Science, EMBO J. and PNAS, etc.

Prof. Kaufman was one of the pecople who 1dentified and characterized the class II molecule HLA
-DR encoded in the human MHC. Now he focus on Comparative Immunogenetics, and develops
plausible scenarios for the origin and evolution of the adaptive immune system of jawed vertebrates.
He continues to study the mechanisms of immunity 1n a variety of organisms, including chickens
and the Tasmanlan devﬂ w 11s threatened with extinction by a transmissible tumour.
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