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Perspectives of ecosystem restoration from Central Europe

with particular regard to forests and urban environments
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Prof. Dr. Stefan Zerbe, tenured full professor since 2009
and Vice-Rector for Research in the period 2012-2016 at
the Free University of Bozen-Bolzano, Italy. Stefan
Zerbe also holds an Honorary Professorship at the
University of Applied Sciences and Arts in Gottingen,
Germany. He has published several books with Springer
Publ. on ecosystem and landscape restoration and more
than 350 scientific papers. He teaches Landscape
Ecology, Restoration Ecology, and Vegetation Ecology at
several universities in Europe and Latin America. He
supervised more than 80 bachelor, master, and diploma
theses and 35 PhD theses, and is particularly engaged in
international and intercultural student exchanges.
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With the UN Decade on Restoration, the restoration of degraded ecosystems
and land-use systems has been put on the global agenda of environmental
policy. In 2024, Europe implemented a new restoration law against the
background of the European-wide degradation of terrestrial and aquatic land-
use systems and the urgent need to counteract the loss of biodiversity and
ecosystem services. In the presentation, principles and paradigms of ecosystem
restoration will be outlined, focusing on the Central European perspective.
Measures and objectives of ecosystem restoration will be critically reflected.
Examples will be particularly presented from the restoration of forest
ecosystems and urban environments.
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